1.200 
Clinical Criteria Manual Development
The clinical services contained in this document are specifically applicable to individuals with complex needs.  VBH-PA’s medical and clinical staff working with representatives of each of the counties served by HealthChoices Southwest under this contract developed the manual. It is based on information from community clinicians in the Southwest Counties with expertise in the diagnosis and treatment of individuals with mental illness and/or substance abuse disorders, national experts, internal experts from VBH in a particular subject area, references found in Pennsylvania’s Appendix T, Mental Health Statutes and standard clinical references.  It also includes portions of Pennsylvania’s Appendix T criteria, ASAM PPC-2, and material from Pennsylvania’s Mental Health Bulletins and Draft Publications.

The criteria will be modified as necessary.  This will occur within the structure of the Clinical Advisory Committee for the Southwest Counties working with VBH-PA staff as they interact with providers around requests for certification, as new modalities or programs are identified, new directions from the state of Pennsylvania or based on findings published by clinical organizations or academic institutions.  Proposed revisions to the criteria will be presented to VBH-PA’s Clinical Advisory Committee, an entity comprised of clinical representatives from each of the counties and VBH-PA staff.  The committee will critique the proposed revision and approve the criteria or suggest changes.  Once approved, it will be incorporated into the Clinical Criteria Manual and distributed to the providers and counties for training and implementation.  Over and above the ad hoc reviews and subsequent modifications, a comprehensive review of the manual will be conducted at least annually, led by VBH-PA’s Medical Director and the Clinical Advisory Committee for the Southwest Counties. 

VBH-PA’s protocols for HealthChoices Southwest services address all levels of behavioral health care and are designed to facilitate continuity of care throughout the course of service delivery.  The descriptions of services provided under the HealthChoices Southwest program will be revised as necessary to reflect changes occurring in the national standards for care and as are occurring in the requirements and statutes of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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