

Clinical Criteria


	13.102   23-Hour Assessment and Crisis Stabilization  

	This level of care offers a 23-hour secure and protected, clinically staffed, psychiatrically-supervised treatment environment.  It is appropriate for those who, as a result of a psychiatric disorder, pose an acute and significant danger to themselves and/or others or who are unable to meet their own basic needs and role functions.  During the 23-hour period, a comprehensive assessment is conducted and a treatment plan developed. 

	Procedures

	Severity of Condition Criteria for Admission
	l.  The following are necessary for admission to this level of care:

a)  Individual is experiencing symptoms consistent with DSM-IV (Axis I/II) diagnosis and likely to respond to therapeutic intervention; and

b)  There are indications that the individual’s symptoms may be reasonably expected to stabilize and an alternative treatment may be initiated within a 23-hour period.

2.
In addition to the above, at least one of the following must be present:

a)
There is an indication of actual or potential danger to self as evidenced by:

(1)  Serious suicidal intent or a recent attempt with continued intent or risk evidenced by the circumstances of the attempt, the statements of the individual, and/or intense feelings of hopelessness and helplessness; or

(2)  Command auditory/visual hallucinations or delusions leading to suicidal/homicidal attempt/intent;

b)  There is an indication of actual or potential danger to others as evidenced by a current threat;

c)  Loss of impulse control leading to life-threatening behavior and /or other psychiatric symptoms that require immediate stabilization that can only be provided in a structured, psychiatrically monitored setting; or

d)
Substance intoxication with suicidal/homicidal ideation.

	Intensity of Service and Continued Stay Criteria 
	Within eight hours of admission, an evaluation has occurred sufficient to distinguish between psychiatric and substance abuse disorders.

	Psychosocial Factors
	These factors, as detailed in Section 2.10, may change the risk assessment and should be considered when making level of care placement decisions.
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