	5.500  Methadone Maintenance Services

	


	5.501-5.502    Methadone/LAAM Maintenance Services

	Pharmacotherapy, including the use of methadone and LAAM, are safe and necessary pharmacological supports to control compulsive drug seeking behavior for chronic narcotic IV and other opiate-abusing clients. These services involve the daily administration of methadone/LAAM to individuals who are addicted to opioids to eliminate their physiological craving for the opioid. The administration of and provision of methadone/LAAM is combined with regular counseling, self-help groups, medical screening, random urine testing, AIDS education, case management, adaptation of law abiding behavior and other services as are needed and available. The program establishes a daily dosage through, adjustment to and maintenance of the medication in conjunction with therapy services. A comprehensive physical examination is performed at the beginning and annually thereafter.  The goals of treatment include elimination opioid use  other than Methadone/LAAM, controlling other drug use, improving health, and improving the individual’s level of functioning. 

There are two levels of care in regular outpatient: 

5.401 Standard Level-facility provides the pharmacotherapy plus therapy at 2+ hours per month. Individuals at this level can sustain themselves, but do not do well with less services.

5.402 Intense Level-This level bundles a variety of services around the lower functioning client. Counseling is provided between 2 and 10 hours per week along with medical and other services. Those clients are multi-problemed, super chronic, and complex. 

	Severity of Condition Criteria for Placement
	1. The client must be 18 years old or older. 

2. The individual must have a DSM IV diagnosis of opioid addiction for more than one year; or 

3. If a pregnant female, the one year requirement is waived.

4. The individual must agree to participate in the daily administration of methadone/LAAM or as directed by the program.

5. Individual must be willing to participate in programmatic activities as defined by the program.

	Intensity of Service and Continued Stay Criteria
	1. The program will define the continued participation in the program as determined by state licensure and regulations of the federal government.

2. There must be participation in programmatic activities as defined by the program.

	Psychosocial Factors
	These are determined during the course of the assessment and appropriate services are applied as necessary.


	Exclusion Criteria
	1. There are conditional exclusionary criteria as defined by the program. These may include: Non-participation, repeated use of opiates or other abused or addictive substances, requirement for inpatient detoxification or residential rehabilitation, manifestation of significant psychiatric illness, physical illness that contra-indicates the use of these substances in this program.

2. Consumer elects not to participate in this program

	Discharge Criteria
	1.  Consumer elects not to participate in program

2. Consumer uses these substances to gradually detoxify from opiates.

3. Consumer does not participate in the program and after 3 repeated attempts at re-engagement does not follow the requirements of the program

4. There are repeated documented instances of use of contraband opiates in violation of the requirements of the program and because of this, despite attempts to change consumers behaviors, the consumer is judged to be a non-participant in the program.
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